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Calendar of Events    e f   December 2008

 

Everyone is welcome to attend all  
activities and services. Visit us online at:  

 

www.spokanebuddhisttemple.org 

Dec 7 Sunday 3:00 pm Reverend Service with Don Castro 

  ×MC: tba  ×Greeter: Martina Peterson 
  ×Kansho: Greg Sapp  ×Short Meditation: Celest Sterrett 
  ×Dharma Talk: Rev. Castro ×Flowers & Rice: Celeste Sterrett  
  ×Snack: Janine Connie Hoskinson 
  ×Dharma School: Ellicia Milne 
    

Dec 14 Sunday 10:30 am Sangha Service 

  ×MC: tba ×Greeter: Ann Heineman 
  ×Kansho: Martina Peterson ×Short Meditation: Tom Lande  
  ×Dharma Talk: Christine Marr ×Flowers & Rice: Christine Marr
  ×Snack: tba 
  ×Dharma School: Aiko Terao 
  12-1 pm DVD lecture topic: India at the Time of the Buddha 
 

Dec 21 Sunday 8:30-10:15 am Pancake Feedñ$5 

  10:30 am Sangha Service 

  ×MC: Martina Peterson ×Greeter: Marta Lowenhoff  
  ×Kansho: Rachel Scrudder ×Short Meditation: Mark Scrudder
  ×Dharma Talk: tba ×Flowers & Rice: Karen Vielle 
  ×Snack: left-overs from pancake feed  
  ×Dharma School: Barb Braden 
  12-1 pm DVD lecture topic: The Doctrine of Reincarnation 

 

Dec 28 Sunday 10:30 am Sangha Service 

  ×MC: tba ×Greeter: Ann Heineman 
  ×Kansho: Rachel Scrudder ×Short Meditation: Karen Vielle  
  ×Dharma Talk: tba ×Flowers & Rice: tba 
   ×Snack: Kathy and Shannon  
  ×Dharma School: Jeremy Phillips 
  12-1 pm DVD lecture topic: The Story of the Buddha 
 

Dec 31 Wednesday 7:00 pm  New Year Service - Ring the Kansho!!! 



 

Portland. We are hon-

ored to have Rever-

end Taitetsu Unno as 

the keynote speaker. 

Dr Unno is a well-

known and highly 

respected scholar and 

writer and is one of 

the leading authorities 

on Shin Buddhism in 

the West. 
See costs and more info 

included in this newsletter 

 

Pancake Feed-Due 

to the success of the 

last pancake feed, Jun 

and Jefferson have 

organized another one 

for December 21st 

from 8:30-10:15 am 

for $5. 
  

November Sangha 

Services ð Our 

Sangha Service 

(Sangha is the San-

skrit word for Bud-

dhist community) is a 

traditional Jodo Shin-

shu service with 

chanting led by a 

Doshi.  We meet after 

service for refresh-

ments and discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Lecture Series 

Each week following 

our coffee and tea, we 

will be screening a 

lecture upstairs in the 

Hondo. This is a 

DVD series on Bud-

dhism by Professor 

Eckel of Boston Uni-

versity.  Lecture is 30 

minutes followed by 

a discussion. 12-1pm.   

Drop ins are wel-

come!  We will have 

a new topic each 

week. 

 

62nd Northwest  

Buddhist 

Convention 

This year's BCA 

Northwest District 

Conference, ñJodo 

Shinshu in an Interde-

pendent Worldò, will 

be hosted by the Ore-

gon Buddhist Temple 

on February 13 - 15, 

2009. The event will 

be at the Doubletree 

Hotel at the Lloyd 

Center, 1000 NE 

Multnomah Street in 
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Dues and Donations 

Dues  

Jenifer Johnston 

Greg and Leanne Sapp 

Robert Gilles 

Paul and Karen Vielle 

Janet Tamura 

Mary Naber 

 

Donations  

Kent Hull 

David Frazier 

The Spokane Buddhist Temple gratefully acknowledges the following dues and donations. 

Please notify Fumi Uyeji of any omissions or errors. Dues are acknowledged when received 

and are often time for a few months or paid yearly. 
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There is a rhythm to life; a reas-

suring melody.  We ñhearò it in 

our routines and daily rituals.  

The rhythm takes many formsðwe brush our teeth, 

mail letters, go shopping, kiss our loved ones, and so 

on.  All these activities flow together as predictable, 

familiar, reassuring events.  Sameness and repetition 

fosters a sense of permanence.  We believe all these 

things will be there tomorrow. 

 

Everything stops when sud-

denly and without warning 

people we love disappear.  

Everything stops.  That famil-

iar rhythm stops.  There is 

only silence.  In the midst of 

grief, if we listen closely, we 

hear the underlying rhythm 

that has always been there but 

seldom heard.  It goes like 

this, remember, nothing is 

permanent.  People come and 

people go.  There is no good 

or bad to it.  It just is.  There 

is only the present moment. 

Cherish it, share it, build on 

it, but do not squander it.  

 

Our daily rhythms stopped last 

week when our dharma friend 

Leslie Green was taken from us. We all heard that 

underlying melodyðthe awful reality of imperma-

nence.  This charming lady will be sorely missed.  

She touched so many people with her kindness, wit 

and many talents.   

 

Not many people know this but Leslie and I shared a 

unique history.  Back in the late ó40ôsðearly ó50ôs 

we grew up in the same house near the Los Angeles 

airport.  Her family moved into the house about 6 

years after my family left.  This remarkable coinci-

dence we discovered one evening, quite accidentally, 

after a Temple Board meeting.  Imagine the wonder 

and amusement we enjoyed at this discovery.  Ever 

since then we shared a special connection.  We 

reminisced about other kids in the neighborhood 

who still lived there, about the nearby elemen-

tary school that we both had attended, and about 

buying ice cream from the Good Humor truck 

during the summer months.  We found out that 

she occupied the same bedroom as my sister 

and I had the same bedroom as her brother.  

Whenever we met one or 

both of us would start 

reminiscing about this 

happy coincidence.   

 

Now she is gone and we 

will miss her deeply.  Per-

haps the best tribute to 

Leslie is found in the 

words of Rev. Kodo 

Umezu, Director of Bud-

dhist Education, Jodo 

Shinshu Center, who 

shared the following in an 

email to us:  

 

ñHer life is that of a bo-

dhisattva and I would like 

to gassho to her life. 

Please continue to live 

your life remembering the 

deep aspirat ion of 

Buddhas and Bodhisattvas who are urging us to 

turn to the Infinite Wisdom and Compassion 

known as Amida Buddha.ò 

 

The rhythm of daily life continues.  We find 

comfort in our routines and rituals.  But at the 

same time we are mindful of the Buddhaôs 

teaching that everything in life is impermanent, 

and that events arise and fall away as a result of 

infinite causes and conditions.  We ought not to 

forget this.  Namo Amida Butsu! 

 

Paul Vielle 

Ministerôs Assistant 

When Everything Stops 
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From the Tatami  
Mat . . . 

Leslie Green (1954 - 2008) 



 

Have you thought about 

going ñgreenò for the 

holidays?  This could look different 

for every family.  For some it might 

mean using locally grown vegetables 

and squashes for the holiday meals, 

buying an organic turkey, or avoid-

ing meat dishes altogether.  Maybe 

you decide to spare a tree and deco-

rate without one this year.  Or it 

might look like simplifying your gift 

giving. 

 

 In an effort to make the holi-

days less stressful and yet still mean-

ingful, my friends and family have 

cut back on the gift giving to each 

other in favor of making donations to 

a variety of charities.  The joy of 

knowing that you are giving to some-

one who is really in need definitely 

outweighs the stress of trying to find 

the óperfectô gift for someone who 

needs nothing.  Instead of buying 

expensive gifts for friends and fam-

ily, I prefer to make something that 

they will enjoy or find meaningful; 

something that doesnôt add more clut-

ter to their lives. 

 

It was difficult at first for my mother to 

give up the idea of buying gifts.  But 

now every year we look forward to 

batches of her homemade fudge and 

peanut brittle instead.  Last year I gave 

everyone jars filled with the layers of 

dry ingredients to make my ófamousô 

cinnamon scones.  The year before last 

I crocheted scarves for everyone. 

 

You donôt have to be Martha Stewart 

to make gifts that others will cherish.  

From our dharma friends in Moses 

Lake we received hand-made dish 

clothes that we use everyday. One of 

the other favorite gifts that I have re-

ceived from friends lately have been 

music CDs that they made by putting 

together some of their favorite songs.  

Itôs not difficult to do, itôs not expen-

Janis Birkel 

Skylar Cullitan 

Yukiko Evans 

Yoshitaka Inouye 

Otokichi Matsuo 

Madelyn Isabella Sapp 

James Stewart 

(Mrs) Mary Tsugie Terao 

Rev. William Shigeo Terao 

(Founder of SBT) 

(Mrs) Michiko Tsuchida 

(Mrs) Yuki Tsuji 

(Mrs) Kayo Tsuji 

(Mrs) Yoshiko Uchida 

The December Shotsuki-

Hoyo remembrance ser-

vice will be held on Sun-

day, December 7 with 

Rev. Castro from the 

Seattle Betsuin. Accord-

ing to temple records 

and other sources, a total 

of 13 people passed 

away during the month 

of  December  

 

The Green Corner - by Karen Vielle 

Shotsuki-Hoyo 
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sive, and yet I think of them all year 

long whenever I listen to it. 

 

Donôt get me wrong, it can definitely 

be fun to go shopping, but it can also 

be fun to make something, especially 

as a family.  We all appreciate a gift 

made with love beyond itsô monetary 

value.  The purpose of this time of 

year is to show our appreciation for 

our loved ones. It is often enough to 

just spend time sharing a meal to-

gether.  If decorating the house, pre-

paring the meal, and buying and 

wrapping gifts results in a lot of 

stress, then maybe itôs not worth it.  

Stay in the present moment, keep it 

simple, and truly enjoy. 

 

In Memory  

 

Kengo Kato and Family 

 In memory of Hisako Kato 

 

Joyce Terao in memory of 

 Rev. Eiyu Terao 

 

In Memory of Leslie Green 

 

David and Doreen Forest 

Mary Naber 

Janet Tamura 

Kam and Fuji Uyeji 

Ann Heineman 

Jacci Bottler 

Chris and Christine Marr 

Martena Peterson 

Richard Endo 

Jim and Shirley Bennett 

Mike and Susan Nienstedt 

M. Karry Sakamoto  




